
  



29 January 2023 

ISRAEL DEMANDED A KING 
(1 Samuel 8–10) 

 

Dear families, 

It can happen to any of us: We look at our circumstances, forecast a coming trial or opportunity, 
and act accordingly—only to find out that the situation doesn’t play out quite like we expected. 

This is precisely what happened in 1 Samuel 8–10. The people of Israel, while assessing their 
circumstances, discerned that Samuel’s days were numbered. They recognized that his sons, Joel 
and Abijah, had turned to dishonesty and against the ways of their father. So, they predicted that 
they would soon have no one to lead them and that something must be done. 

The elders of Israel believed they knew what was best and demanded that Samuel appoint a new 
king who would lead them “the same as all the other nations” (1 Sam 8:5). 

We can do the same. With the best of intentions, we can hastily seek what we believe is best 
without consideration of the Lord’s plans, desires, or wisdom. This may happen in search of a 
new job, in response to conflict, in making family decisions, or even in determining how to best 
minister to people in our church or community.  



How do we know that our decisions, desires, and actions align with what God wants? Be 
encouraged to do three things as you seek the Lord’s wisdom in these moments of decision: Pray, 
read God’s Word, and seek counsel. 

When we pray, we humble ourselves before the Almighty God and submit our desires to Him. 
When we read God’s Word, we discover His desires, plans, and will in the most clearly revealed 
way so that we might walk in them. And when we seek counsel, we open ourselves to the 
community of believers to be shaped, formed, sharpened, and corrected. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 remind us, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own 
understanding; in all your ways know him, and he will make your paths straight.”  

Taking the time to pray, read the Bible, and seek the counsel of brothers and sisters in Christ is 
an act of refusal to rely on our own understanding, instead submitting ourselves to God’s 
authority and ensuring that we don’t get ahead of Him. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS 
Christ Connection: This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus. 

● Toddlers: God sent His Son, Jesus, to be king over the world. 
● Preschool: God gave the Israelites a king, but He had a plan to send His Son, Jesus, to be 

king over the whole world. Jesus would be the perfect King. 
● Primary School: God intended for a heavenly king to rule over Israel, but the Israelites did 

not trust God’s plan. They wanted a king like the nations around them. God had a better 
plan: to eventually send His Son, Jesus, to be the perfect King forever. 

Big Picture Question and Answer: This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter 
each week of this unit.  

● Preschool: Why does sin separate us from God? Because God is Holy. 
● Primary School: Why does sin separate us from God? Because God is Holy, sin has broken 

our relationship with God. 

Memory Verse: This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of 
this unit. 

 Toddlers and Preschool: My eyes have seen the Lord. Isaiah 6:5  
 Primary School: Then I said: Woe is me for I am ruined because I am a man of unclean lips 

and live among a people of unclean lips, and because my eyes have seen the King, the 
LORD of Armies. Isaiah 6:5 

  



FAMILY PRAYER  
Dear God, help us to trust in You and Your plans for us. When we want to choose our own way, give us 
the strength to follow You. And when we sin by choosing our way instead of Yours, remind us of the 
forgiveness that is found in Jesus! Amen. 
 
Mornings 
Ask God to help your family trust in His goodness and His plans even when unexpected things 
happen. How does our faith grow in difficult situations? How does remembering God’s 
faithfulness help you face the unexpected? 

Evenings 
Praise God for His faithfulness to you today. Thank Him for being there for you all day—no 
matter what happened. Where did you see God’s goodness in your day? How does celebrating 
His goodness today help us prepare for tomorrow? 
 
FAMILY ACTIVITY 
For Fun 
Play “king for a day” throughout the week, allowing each family member to have a turn making 
decisions like what game the family will play, what movie the family will watch, or what dessert 
the family will eat. Discuss how earthly kings do what they want, but Jesus, our heavenly King, 
rules overall and always does what God the Father wants. 

To Serve 
Draw a picture of President Cyril Ramaphosa or find a picture of our president and stick it on your 
fridge. Take time to pray for him and his elected officials who serve our country. 
  



05 February 2023 

GOD MADE SAUL KING 
(1 Samuel 11) 

 

 
Dear families, 

Gilgal was a place the Israelites knew well. It was the first place their ancestors set foot in the 
promised land; the place where they built a memorial of 12 stones after crossing the Jordan with 
the ark of the covenant; a place that they looked back on and remembered the power, greatness, 
and provision of God. Gilgal wasn’t a place of convenience, but rather a place of significance. 

Have you ever taken the time to revisit places of your past? Maybe you’ve driven past your 
childhood home and school, your first home, or the hospital where a family member was born. 
These nostalgic journeys can bring back all sorts of memories of heartbreak and victory, sadness 
and joy. Revisiting the past might flood your heart and mind with things you had long forgotten 
as well as things that can never be forgotten. 

In the fast-paced world we live in today, we don’t go back often enough. For many, thinking about 
the past only slows down productivity. We rely on timeline photos as reminders but then quickly 
scroll to the news of the day and our plans for tomorrow.  



What if we regularly returned to the past? What if we frequented the memorials of God’s power, 
greatness, and provision? It may be that part of why we run so hard after the tyranny of the 
urgent is because we’ve lost sight of God’s faithfulness through the ages. 

It may not be a nostalgic drive through your hometown or a trip to the mountaintop where you 
were first gripped by the greatness of God, but a stroll down memory lane recalling the work that 
God has done is so very good for the soul.  

The Israelites didn’t return to Gilgal because it was easy. They returned to Gilgal because amid 
their present circumstances, they needed to remember. And so do we.  

Reflect on the great things that God has done—the ways you’ve seen His power, greatness, and 
provision. And as you do, let it grow your gratitude and hopefulness. For, as James 1:17 says, 
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, who does not 
change like shifting shadows.” 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS 
Christ Connection: This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus. 

● Toddlers: God sent Jesus to be our King. 
● Preschool: God chose Saul to be the king in Israel. With God’s help, Saul brought the 

Israelites together to win the battle. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our King forever. 
Jesus came to rescue people from sin and death. 

● Primary School: God chose Saul to be the Israelites’ king. With God’s help, Saul brought 
the Israelites together to defeat their enemy. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our King 
forever. Jesus brings together everyone who trusts in Him and gives us victory over sin 
and death. 

Big Picture Question and Answer: This is an important biblical truth that your child will 
encounter each week of this unit.  

● Younger Preschool: Why does sin separate us from God? Because God is holy. 
● Older Preschool: Why does sin separate us from God? Because God is holy. 
● Kids: Why does sin separate us from God? Because God is holy, sin has broken our 

relationship with God. 

Memory Verse: This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of 
this unit.  

 Toddlers and Preschool: My eyes have seen the Lord. Isaiah 6:5  



 Primary School: Then I said: Woe is me for I am ruined because I am a man of unclean 
lips and live among a people of unclean lips, and because my eyes have seen the King, 
the LORD of Armies. Isaiah 6:5 

 

FAMILY PRAYER  
Dear God, we praise You for sending Jesus to be our Deliverer. He has come to save all who 
believe in Him, and He offers victory over sin. Help us to trust in Him as King. Amen. 

Mornings 
Ask God to help you be aware of those you might encounter who need to hear about Jesus’ love 
and encouragement. Ask Him for boldness to serve those people. How might God use your family 
to point others to Jesus? 

Evenings 
Thank God for sending Jesus to be the King over all kings! Think about all the ways Jesus is the 
perfect King. Make a list of the reasons and spend time praising Him for each one. How does 
Jesus bring together all those who trust in Him? 
 
FAMILY ACTIVITY 
For Fun 
Choose a large object like a chair or couch that would be difficult for kids to move on their own. 
Allow each child the opportunity to lift the object using their own strength. Then, have all family 
members work together to lift the object using their combined strength. Remind kids of how the 
Israelites worked together to defeat their enemy and how God can use His people—the Church—
to do more than we can do on our own. 

To Serve 
Talk to our Impophomo team about how you as a family can serve our non-profit organisation 
and serve our community through them. After serving with the team , discuss how people 
working together can have a greater result than people working alone.  



12 February 2023 

SAUL SINNED AND WAS REJECTED 
(1 Samuel 13–15) 

 

 
Dear families, 

The sacrificial system of the Old Testament was the rhythm and practice of the people of God for 
many generations. It brought about reminders of the authority of God and the sin of the people. 
God used these sacrifices as temporary atonement for sin and a foreshadowing of the permanent 
sacrifice of Jesus that was to come. 

Some Old Testament figures practiced these sacrifices with precision as prescribed by God. For 
others, the sacrifices were a good luck charm or “Get Out of Jail Free” card. In 1 Samuel 14–15, 
Saul built an altar and used sacrifice to try to earn back the favor of both God and Samuel. 

Samuel’s response to these things cut Saul deeply. “Does the Lord take pleasure in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord? Look: to obey is better than sacrifice, to pay 
attention is better than the fat of rams” (1 Sam. 15:22). 

The answer to Samuel’s rhetorical question is a resounding “No!” God does not desire sacrifice 
more than obedience; He desires obedient sacrifice. Though it was possible to sacrifice and 



disobey, it was never possible to obey and not sacrifice. God’s desire was for sacrifice to come 
from a broken and contrite heart that understood the weight of one’s sin and the need for 
forgiveness before a holy and righteous God. To practice sacrifice with any other motivation was 
to disobey.  

Though we don’t live under the ceremonial law of the Old Testament, we do live under the 
authority of God. And though we don’t use the blood and meat of animals to try to satisfy God, 
we are certainly guilty of trying to please Him with religious practices. 

For some Christians, there is a quiet hope that checking the boxes of daily disciplines will satisfy 
God’s wrath toward our sin. For some Christians, the applause of men drives the public display 
of their faith. In either instance, Christians are seeking to earn the favor of both God and man 
through their “sacrifice,” when God’s desire is for our whole-hearted obedience out of love for 
Him. 

Consider today what areas you may be tempted to try and impress God or earn back His love. 
Confess those things and be reminded that what God wants is your love for Him above all else 
and your confidence that His sacrifice of Christ is sufficient to make you right before Him. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS 
Christ Connection: This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus. 

● Toddlers: King Jesus obeyed God in everything He did. 
● Preschool: God made Saul king, but King Saul did not obey God. God sent His Son, Jesus, 

to be king over everything. King Jesus obeyed God perfectly. 
● Primary School: God gave the Israelites a king, but Saul did not obey God. God had a 

plan to send His Son, Jesus. King Jesus trusted and obeyed God perfectly and died so 
sinners could be forgiven and accepted. 

Big Picture Question and Answer: This is an important biblical truth that your child will 
encounter each week of this unit.  

● Preschool: Why does sin separate us from God? Because God is holy. 
● Primary School: Why does sin separate us from God? Because God is holy, sin has 

broken our relationship with God. 
 
Memory Verse: This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of 
this unit.  

 Babies & Toddlers: My eyes have seen the Lord. Isaiah 6:5  



 Primary School: Then I said: Woe is me for I am ruined because I am a man of unclean 
lips and live among a people of unclean lips, and because my eyes have seen the King, 
the LORD of Armies. Isaiah 6:5 

 

FAMILY PRAYER  
Dear Jesus, thank You for perfectly obeying God, even to the cross. Because You perfectly 
obeyed and gave Your life for us, we can have forgiveness and acceptance by believing in 
You. We praise You as the perfect King. Amen 

Mornings 
Ask God to remove pride in your life and to help you put others first. How does pride stop us 
from loving others as we should? How can pride lead us into other sinful behaviours? 

Evenings 
Ask God to grow your love for Jesus so that you can serve Him with all your heart. Why does 
loving someone make you want to please them? How does our love for Jesus lead us to live in 
obedience? 

FAMILY ACTIVITY 
For Fun 
Start a stopwatch and challenge family members to try and guess when two minutes have passed. 
Discuss how Saul waited far more than two minutes for Samuel to arrive, but still should have 
trusted and waited rather than disobeying God. 

To Serve 
Put together a care basket for someone who is unwell. Deliver the basket to this person and take 
a moment to pray for this person and their healing. Remind your kids that even though this 
person is enduring trials, God is still good and has a plan for their lives. 
  



19 February 2023 

GOD IS GOOD TO JUDGE SIN 
(Genesis 18) 

 

 
Dear families, 

There is something inside of each of us that longs for justice. When your family or community is 
impacted by an atrocity, there is an innate wiring to every person that desires to those 
responsible be punished. Where does this come from and what should we do with this? 

Our desire for justice comes as a result of our being made in the image of God. We learn from 
Scripture that God formed each of us (Ps. 139:13) and created us in His image (Gen. 1:27). Being 
created in the image of God and by the hand of God leaves us with certain characteristics 
informed by our Creator. 

So, what should we do? Should we respond to every act of sin with an act of justice? Should we 
point and scream when another image bearer demonstrates her sinful nature? Should we ignore 
evil acts and simply “let God take care of it”? 

Genesis 18 speaks to some of this. As God began to unfold His plan to punish the people of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, Abraham stepped in. Abraham knew firsthand just how sinful these people were, 



how distorted their views of the world were, and how extreme their culture had turned as a 
result. Yet, he pleaded for God to show mercy. 

It’s likely that there were people that Abraham knew and worried about. It’s clear that Abraham 
didn’t want those who followed God to be punished along with those who did not. But it seems 
there was something in Abraham that desired God to show mercy to other sinners because he 
knew his own great need for God’s mercy as well. 

When we see that the ground is level at the foot of the cross, our desire for justice is often—at 
least in part—overcome by a desire for mercy. When we see ourselves in need of the same mercy 
as the offender we have in our sights, it may likely change how we think and pray. 

Ultimately, God is the judge who discerns where there is mercy. Scripture reminds us, “What 
should we say then? Is there injustice with God? Absolutely not!  For he tells Moses, I will show 
mercy to whom I will show mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.” 
(Rom. 9:14-15) 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS 
Christ Connection: This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus. 

● Toddlers: Jesus took the punishment for our sins. 
● Preschool: God is good to judge sin, and He always does what is right. Jesus took the 

punishment for our sin, and Jesus gives life to everyone who trusts in Him. 
● Primary School: God is good to judge sin. He is the Judge of all the earth, and He always 

does what is right. God will punish the guilty. The good news of the gospel is that Jesus 
took the punishment our sin deserves, and everyone who trusts in Him is declared 
righteous before God. 

Big Picture Question and Answer: This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter 
each week of this unit.  

● Preschool: Why does sin separate us from God? Because God is holy. 
● Primary School: Why does sin separate us from God? Because God is holy, sin has broken 

our relationship with God. 

Memory Verse: This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of 
this unit.  

 Toddlers and Preschool: My eyes have seen the Lord. Isaiah 6:5  
 Primary School: Then I said: Woe is me for I am ruined because I am a man of unclean lips 

and live among a people of unclean lips, and because my eyes have seen the King, the 
LORD of Armies. Isaiah 6:5 



FAMILY PRAYER 
Dear God, You are good and just. You created everything and rule over it with Your goodness. 
We thank You for giving us rules to help us honour You, and we thank You for sending Jesus to 
offer forgiveness for us when we sin. Amen 

Mornings 
Praise Jesus for perfectly obeying God—even obedience to die on the cross for our sins. Why 
is it good for God to judge sin? How did Jesus’ sacrifice cover the cost of our sin? 

Evenings 
Take a moment to confess any sin that might come to your mind. Think about the consequences 
and punishments that you might have faced or might deserve for your sin. Pray 
for every family member to know Jesus and trust in His sacrifice for their sins. 
 

FAMILY ACTIVITY 
For Fun 
Discuss a family favourite movie or book series that has a “bad guy.” Ask if it would be a good 
story if the bad guy didn’t have any consequences for his actions. Talk about the fact that, 
because we all sin, we are all “bad guys.” God is good and right to give consequences to sinners, 
and the only way for sinners like us to be saved is by trusting in Jesus. 

To Serve 
Visit a news website. Most reports are gloomy. Read an article aloud for your child and pray for 
those who have been wronged, the wrong doers and for justice around the world. 
  



26 February 2023 

GOD CHOSE DAVID TO BE KING 
(1 Samuel 16) 

 

 
Dear families, 
 
One of God’s good gifts to us is the way He uses the most unexpected people in the most 
unexpected ways. We’ve all probably seen this happen at times. A young man or woman that 
rises to prominence in his or her vocation, but no one saw it coming. 

We see this in sports, in business, and other arenas. But in the kingdom of God, it’s not just 
something you might see occasionally; it’s standard.  

Isaiah 55:9 says, “For as heaven is higher than earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

God has been in the business of bringing about surprising stories of unsung heroes since the 
beginning of time. In 1 Samuel 16, we find one more example of this. God chose to use David, a 
young boy with a shepherd staff and some musical ability, to lead Israel in a time of desperation. 



Do you ever find yourself trying to hone the skills that God has used in others in hopes that He 
might use you too? Have you ever wished you were wired or gifted differently so you could do 
something specific for the Lord? Rest assured, God is not interested in only a specific set of gifts 
or a particular personality type. God desires to use you just the way He made you. 

Find comfort in knowing that He didn’t mess up when He made you. He won’t waste a gift He has 
given you, and He wants you to grow in those ways so that at just the right time and in just the 
right way, your gifts can be used for His kingdom purposes. 

Who would have thought that David’s ability to play the lyre would get him into Saul’s inner 
circle? God did. It was His plan all along. And it is His plan to use you in great ways too. He will 
not waste the gifts He’s given you. Be open and willing to serve Him for His glory and your joy. 

FAMILY TALKING POINTS 
Christ Connection: This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus. 

● Toddlers: Jesus is the perfect King. 
● Preschool: People were surprised God chose David to be Israel’s next king. When Jesus 

came to earth, He seemed like a surprising choice for a king. Jesus is the perfect King who 
saves us from our sin. 

● Primary School: Samuel anointed David, setting him apart to be the next king. God’s 
choice for Israel’s king was surprising; David was the youngest in his family, but God saw 
David’s heart for the Lord. When Jesus came to earth, He seemed like a surprising choice 
for a king. Jesus is the perfect King who saves us from our sin and reigns forever. 

Big Picture Question and Answer: This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter 
each week of this unit.  

 Preschool: What is grace? Grace is when God gives us something good even when we do 
not deserve it. 

 Primary School: What is grace? Grace is when God gives us something good even when 
we do not deserve it. 

Memory Verse: This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of 
this unit.  

 Toddlers and Preschool: God forgives our wrong choices. Ephesians 1:7  
 Primary School: In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he richly poured out on us with all 
wisdom and understanding. Ephesians 1:7-8 

  



FAMILY PRAYER 
Dear God, we praise You because You are wise! You give purpose and value to those the world 
might overlook. We praise You for seeing beyond what we can see and using all things for Your 
glory. Amen. 
 
Mornings 
Ask God to help you not judge people by their looks, intelligence, or popularity. Ask God to help 
you see people the way He sees them and to love them the way He wants you to love them. How 
does God view people differently than the world? How does being made in the image of God give 
all people value? 

Evenings 
Praise God for using the unlikely and unexpected to accomplish His plans and bring glory to 
Himself! How was Jesus a different type of king than what people expected? How might God 
want to use you and your friends to bring Him glory? 
 
FAMILY ACTIVITY 
For Fun 
As a family, take a trip to the grocery store and pick out fruit that looks delicious. Discuss how 
we can usually tell if fruit will be good on the inside by how it looks on the outside, but people 
are not the same. We can’t tell about a person’s heart on the inside by looking on the outside. 
Only God knows everyone’s heart. 

To Serve 
Ask your church staff for a list of kids who attend your church. Send a card or gift to each kid 
with a note that challenges them to love Jesus and serve Him. Encourage them that God can 
use them for His glory as young kids. 


