
Gospel Project for Kids: FROM CAPTIVITY TO THE WILDERNESS 
AWAY FROM THE LAND 

MOSES DISOBEYED GOD 

LESSON OVERVIEW  
Session Title: Moses disobeyed God 
Bible Passage: Numbers 20 
Big Picture Question: What is God like? There is no one like God. He is perfect, good, and loving. 
Memory Verse: Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; for He is 
our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under His care. (Psalm 95:6-7, only verse 6 for 
preschool) 
Christ Connection: Moses disobeyed God and did not enter the promised land. We all have disobeyed 
God by sinning. But God gave us His Son, Jesus. Jesus always obeyed God. When we trust in Him, Jesus 
brings us into God’s kingdom forever. 

TEACHER BIBLE STUDY  
Note: This is for your reading and preparation for the lesson. It is vital that you read the scriptures, 
the summary and pray! The content must first impact you before you desire it to impact our kids. 

Many of us categorize sins, whether we intend to or not. There are the major sins—the really bad ones 
like murder that are clearly wrong. Thankfully, few of us are prone to commit these sins, so we are 
pretty safe from them.  

Then there are the significant sins, like getting angry or lying. We know these are harmful, but we 
don’t see them on the same level as the major ones. These are the sins that trip us up. If it weren’t for 
these sins, we would be such good people. Then there are the little sins, like jaywalking or taking some 
paper clips from work. We know these are wrong, but they are so innocent and do so little harm that 
we tend to excuse them. In fact, we often live as if these sins are not really sins—they don’t feel wrong 
to us.  

Sound familiar? There’s a big problem with this though. While sins might have different consequences, 
the Bible teaches that all sins are serious because they are rebellion against a holy God. Even if all we 
ever did was jaywalk, God would be just to pour out His wrath on us. 

If we approach Numbers 20 with a flawed categorization of sin, we will likely walk away from this 
passage confused. What did Moses do that was so wrong? All he did was hit a rock instead of speaking 
what God said, right? And for that, God would not allow Moses to enter the promised land. After all 
that Moses had been through, this was how his story would end?  

But we must remember that all sin is rebellion against God and is therefore serious. Moses’ rebellion 
here is quite serious. Notice what Moses, with Aaron standing next to him, said just before striking 
the rock: “Must we bring water out of this rock for you?” Who was Moses crediting for the miracle 
that would transpire? Surely not God.  

That water flowed from the rock even in Moses’ disobedience shows once more that God is a God of 
mercy and grace. But there is another way we see God’s mercy and grace in this account, only we 
need to turn to the Gospels to see it. God graciously allowed Moses to enter the land long after this 
generation had died off. At the Transfiguration (Matt. 17), Moses stood in the land—along with 
Elijah—and Jesus, the One who had come to provide living water to God’s people. 



GOD’S PROVISION FOR ISRAEL 

Exodus 15:25; 16:12-15: food and water 
Exodus 25–40: the tabernacle 
Deuteronomy 5:6-21: the Law 
Exodus 17:8-13: protection from their enemies 
 

THE BIBLE STORY: MOSES DISOBEYED GOD 

The Israelites did not trust God to lead them into the promised land, so God made them wander in 
the wilderness for 40 years. God’s people set up camp, but there was no water to drink. The people 
complained and argued with Moses. 

“Why did you bring us here?” they asked. “We will die here, and so will our animals.” The people 
wished they had never left Egypt. The wilderness had no grain, no fruit, and no water.  

Moses and Aaron went to the tabernacle to meet with God. God told Moses and Aaron to stand in 
front of all the people and speak to a rock. God said water would come out of the rock. Then the 
people and animals would have water to drink. 

So Moses called the people together and stood in front of the rock. But instead of talking to the 
rock, he told the group, “Listen up! Do we have to bring water out of this rock for you?” Then Moses 
hit the rock twice with his staff. Water poured out, and the people and animals drank.  

But God was angry that Moses and Aaron did not obey His instructions. They did not honour Him as 
holy by trusting in His power. So God said Moses and Aaron would not lead the Israelites into the 
promised land. Instead, God would give His people a new leader. 

Christ Connection: Moses disobeyed God and did not enter the promised land. We all have disobeyed 
God by sinning. But God gave us His Son, Jesus. Jesus always obeyed God. When we trust in Him, 
Jesus brings us into God’s kingdom forever.  

THE BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS: MOSES DISOBEYED GOD 

God’s people walked in the wilderness. They had no water, so they complained to Moses and Aaron. 
“Why did you bring us here?” they asked. The wilderness had no grain, no fruit, and no water. God 
told Moses what to do: Speak to a rock so water will come out for the people to drink. Moses told 
everyone to watch. Instead of speaking to the rock, he hit it with his walking stick. Water came out, 
but Moses had not obeyed God. Because of this, God said Moses and Aaron could not go into the 
promised land. God would choose someone else to lead His people. 

TODDLERS GOSPEL GEMS 

 Moses disobeyed God. 
 We should obey God. 
 Jesus always obeyed God. 

TOOLS  
 What will be provided: 

 Bean bag 
 What leaders need to Bring:  

 4 water bottles for the activity 



SUGGESTED ROUTINE – PRE-SCHOOL 

8.00 Arrival of Team   Sanitize yourself, Setup classroom   
8.15 Prayer Meeting  Everyone meet and pray in the classroom with the big screen. 
8:30 Arrival of Children Settle children pre activity games for primary school and blocks for  

preschool. 
9:00 Worship  Everyone in the classroom with the big screen. (pre-school and  

primary school) Preschool, you will leave after watching the Bible 
story. 

9:20  Welcome  Introduce yourself and the team, big, friendly smiles 
9:25 Lesson   Pre-school:  Bible story review, memory verse, pray.  
9:40  Outdoor Play  Go outside for playtime. Pre-school on the top half of the ground,  

primary school at the bottom half 
10.00  Snack time  2 Biscuits and ½ cup juice per child.  
10:10  Toilet Break  Accompany children to the toilet.  
10:15  Activity   This can be done indoors or outdoors. 
10:30  Fetching of Children Quiet play or dvd’s until parents fetch their children.  

A friendly goodbye to the parents and children.  
10.35 Tidy Up   Wash, wipe and pack away juice and biscuit dishes.  

Return stationery to the Stationery Shelf  
Return class box to the correct shelf (i.e. Little Lambs or Lighthouse 
shelf)  
Sanitise tables and chairs 
Neaten up the classrooms (Pack away chairs and tables, sweep, close 
windows and curtains, lock doors, switch off lights).  
 

 You are free to amend your routine after Worship. Please ensure that the children are back in 
the classroom by 10.30am  

SUGGESTED ROUTINE – PRIMARY SCHOOL 

8.00 Arrival of Team   Sanitize yourself, Setup classroom   
8.15 Prayer Meeting  Everyone meet and pray in the classroom with the big screen. 
8:30 Arrival of Children Facilitate pre activity games. 
9:00 Worship  Everyone in the classroom with the big screen. (pre-school and  

primary school)  
9:20  Welcome and Big  

Group Lesson Introduce yourself and the team, big, friendly smiles Bible story 
video. Preschool will leave after the video. 

9:35 Small Group Lesson Primary School: After the Big Group lesson, children will split into  
their small groups for the review of the lesson, memory verse, pray. 

10:00  Activity   This can be done indoors or outdoors. 
10.10 Outdoor Play  Pre-school on the top half of the ground, primary school at the  

bottom half 
10.10 Snack time  2 Biscuits and a cup of juice per child.  
10:30  Fetching of Children A friendly goodbye to the parents and children.  
10.35 Tidy Up   Wash, wipe and pack away juice and biscuit dishes.  

Return stationery to the Stationery Shelf.  
Sanitise tables and chairs 
Neaten up the classrooms (Pack away chairs and tables, sweep, close 
windows and curtains, lock doors, switch off lights).  
 



 You are free to amend your routine after the Big Group Lesson. Please ensure that the children 
are back in the classroom by 10.30am  

INTRO ACTIVITY  
 Preschool: Set out toys, blocks, colouring books and crayons. 
 Primary School: Children are free to play outside before worship. 

WORSHIP   
 Welcome 
 All children in the classroom with the big screen 
 Open in Prayer 
 Celebrate and sing for birthdays.   
 Worship  
 Take up offering 

 

WELCOME   
 A big friendly welcome again to all the children. (A lot of children arrive during worship.)  
 Introduce yourself and the team to the children.   
 Identify new children and welcome them. 
 Class rules:   

 Raise your hand if you need to speak. Say: it is difficult for teacher to listen if everyone 
speaks at the same time.   

 Be kind to those around you.  
 When teacher places his/her hand on his/her head it is a signal to be quiet.  

 
BIG GROUPS 

INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY  
Remember: 

 Please ensure that you have read the scriptures and are thoroughly familiar with today’s Bible 
story.  

 Show your Bible to the class. Open to the passage being taught. This is teaching our children that 
every week, we learn more about God through the Bible.  

 Be creative in the way to introduce and tell the story. (Gage what is age appropriate for your 
group. Eg: Dress up/Act it out/draw the timeline/ draw the story on a chalk board/white board, 
you don’t have to be an artist, stick figures keep the children engaged/print pictures to support 
the Bible story and use the story board/bring props) 

 Make eye contact with the children and vary your voice to emphasize the various emotions 
represented in the Bible story 

 For a shorter version of the story, read only the bold text of the Bible Story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pre-School:  

Watch the Bible story video with the primary school then head to your classroom.  

 

Primary School: Big Group Leader Introduction: 

Hey there, how are all of you doing today? [Allow responses.] That’s good to hear. I am glad to gather 
with you. Here at Northpoint Kids we love to study the Bible. The Bible is God’s Word, and it tells us 
about God and ourselves. Did any of you remember to bring your Bible? [Allow responses]That’s 
awesome! 

We have been journeying through the Bible in chronological order. Can any of you explain what 
chronological means? [Allow responses.] Yep, that’s correct. Chronological means in the order things 
happened, from first to last. Working through the Bible in chronological order can help us understand 
the one big story God is telling  

BIG PICTURE QUESTION  

SAY In addition to learning the one big story (Bible), we also want to understand the individual true 
things the Bible tells us about God and ourselves. We use big picture questions to help us focus on 
specific doctrines—special ideas we believe because the Bible teaches us they are true. 

Who can tell me our current big picture question and answer? [Allow responses.] Right on! What is 
God like? God is holy, good, and loving. God’s holiness means that He is perfect and set apart; nothing 
in creation is like God. God’s goodness means that He is righteous and just; He never makes mistakes 
and is completely fair. God’s love means He is kind to us and wants what is best for us. 

Although God is wonderful in every way, we often disobey Him and fail to trust His plans. This is true 
for us just as it was for the Israelites in the wilderness. Last week, we saw that clearly when the 
Israelites refused to go into the promised land. God decided they would wander the desert for 40 
years; all those who did not trust Him would die, and only their children would enter the land with 
Joshua and Caleb. Today, we will see that even the leaders God chooses are not perfect, and their sins 
carry consequences too. 

Big Group leader please do an Intro to the lesson, Big Picture Question and Christ Connection. 
Remember to dismiss the pre-schoolers after they have watched the video. 



SMALL GROUPS 

(Review, Big Picture, Christ Connection, Memory Verse, Mission, Pray) 

REVIEW  
Ask the following questions. Lead the kids to discuss their answers. 

Preschool and Toddlers: (This is a continuation from the Bible story intro) 

Toddlers: Focus on the Bible Gems 

Preschool: 

 God’s people did not trust God to lead them into the promised land, so they had to walk around 
in the wilderness. 

 The wilderness had no grain, no fruit, and no water. 
 Moses went to the tabernacle and talked with God. God told Moses and his brother, Aaron, to 

speak to a rock. Water would come out of the rock for everyone to drink. 
 Moses told all the people to watch. He hit the rock two times with his staff and water poured out 

of the rock, and the people and animals drank. 
 Since Moses and Aaron did not obey God’s instructions, God said they could not go into the 

promised land. God was going to give the Israelites a new leader. 

Learn the Big Picture Question 
What is God like? There is no one like God. He is perfect, good, and loving. 

Learn the Christ Connection  
Moses disobeyed God, so he could not go into the promised land. God sent Jesus, who always obeyed 
God. When we trust in Jesus, He brings us into God’s kingdom forever. 

Story Telling Tips 

Identify emotions: Guide pre-schoolers to identify emotions in the story, such as the people were 
impatient, the people were excited, God was angry, Moses was sad. Guide children to make faces 
that express the emotion as you tell the Bible story. 

 

Primary School Grade: 1-4 

SAY Sin is a big deal to God. Whenever we read a Bible story, we must try to understand it from God’s 
point of view. From our point of view, it may seem that the consequence Moses faced was too harsh, 
but we know that everything God does is perfect and right. What is God like? God is holy, good, and 
loving. 

The Israelites sinned by complaining against Moses and against God, but Moses allowed his frustration 
and anger to affect his obedience. When he struck the rock instead of speaking to it, he showed that 
he did not trust God’s plans and was trying to take credit for God’s provision. In that moment, Moses 
cared more about showing how angry he felt than he did about honouring God. God is perfectly holy, 
so He hates all sin. Even though we often see different sins as ‘bigger’ or ‘smaller,’ all sin is rebellion 
against God and earns death. 



Thankfully, God is also loving, and His love meant that Moses didn’t just immediately die. God 
continued to work through Moses, and before Moses died, God even allowed Moses to stand on a 
mountain and look at the wonderful land He had led them to. [See Num. 27:12-13.] God’s mercy 
toward Moses points to God’s even greater mercy toward us. Because God sent Jesus to die on the 
cross and rise again, our sin can be fully forgiven. We can enter into God’s loving family.  

CHRIST CONNECTION 

SAY Moses disobeyed God and did not enter the promised land. We all have disobeyed God by sinning. 
But God gave us His Son, 

Choose a volunteer to read aloud Numbers 20:7-11. If there are no strong readers in your group, ask 
the kids to follow along as you read the verses aloud. 

SAY Yet again, God’s people did not trust or honour Him. They complained against Him and accused 
Moses of leading them to evil. God still loved them and wanted to provide for their needs, so He gave 
Moses specific instructions to speak to a rock. Moses did not obey God though and struck the rock in 
anger. God still provided water, but He was angry with Moses.  

The consequence for Moses’ sinful choice was that he did not get to enter the promised land. Sin 
always carries consequences. Our sinful choices always hurt us, and usually hurt those around us too. 
God takes sin very seriously because sin dishonours Him and hurts people, whom He loves.  

GROUP DISCUSSION  

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss. 

 Do you feel like God’s discipline of Moses was too harsh? Why or why not?  

Guide the kids to answer honestly. Remind them that it is often difficult to understand God’s actions 
because we have a limited perspective. Help them see that it isn’t wrong to feel confused when we 
think about God. Guide the kids to consider God’s holiness and discuss the ways Moses’ choice to 
strike the rock went against God’s holiness. Remind them that everything God does is right, even when 
we don’t fully understand it. 

 When are you tempted to act out of anger?  

Guide kids to think about their lives and consider the kinds of situations that make them very angry. 
Help them think about what their anger can communicate to others about God. Remind the kids that 
feeling anger isn’t necessarily sin, but how we react to our anger can be. Discuss healthy ways to 
express and relieve anger.  

 If we trust in Jesus for forgiveness, why does our sin still have consequences?  

Explain that faith in Jesus’ perfect life, sacrificial death, and victorious resurrection saves us from the 
penalty of sin: spiritual death and eternal separation from God. Sin cannot separate a Christian from 
God; believers cannot lose their salvation. However, sin still carries many natural consequences. 
Choosing sin still hurts us and hurts other people. Disobeying God still communicates untrue things 
about God to the world and can make it harder to feel close to Him and experience the joy and love 
He wants us to feel. 

 



 

Primary School Grade 4 – 7  

Open your Bible to Numbers 20. Why did the Israelites complain to Moses? Look at verses 2-5. [Choose 
a volunteer to read aloud Num. 20:2-5.] The Israelites were thirsty and needed water for their animals 
too. 

The wilderness was a dry and desolate place, similar to a desert. The Israelites couldn’t just go to the 
store to buy supplies; they needed to find a water source. But there was no good water anywhere 
close. They were desperate. The Israelites began arguing, complaining, and doubting God’s 
faithfulness to provide. 

Moses and Aaron knelt down in the tabernacle and prayed for God to provide. God gave Moses two 
specific instructions. Let’s look at verses 7-8 and read the instructions God gave Moses. [Choose a 
volunteer to read the verses aloud.] 

Moses obeyed the first instruction, but the second instruction is where he disobeyed. Why do you 
think Moses decided to strike the rock instead of speaking to it?  

Moses’ disobedience made God angry. What was Moses’ consequence for not obeying God’s 
instruction to speak to the rock? Moses would not be allowed to enter the promised land. It wasn’t 
just that Moses did not do what God asked; his actions revealed that He did not trust God. God wanted 
to show His holiness, but Moses had claimed he and Aaron would bring water from the rock. 

God is serious about sin. Like Moses, we too have consequences for our disobedience. But the good 
news is God gave us His Son, Jesus, to take our sin upon Himself on the cross. When we trust in Him, 
our sins are forgiven and we can enter the promised land of eternity.  

 

CHRIST CONNECTION 

SAY Moses disobeyed God and did not enter the promised land. We all have disobeyed God by sinning. 
But God gave us His Son, Jesus. Jesus always obeys God. When we trust Him, He brings us into God’s 
kingdom forever.  

 

GROUP DISCUSSION  

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss. 

 Why was God angry that Moses disobeyed?  

God was angry that Moses disobeyed because Moses didn’t trust God. When we disobey God, it’s 
because we choose to do things our way, instead of God’s way. Disobedience comes from our lack of 
trust in God. God’s way is always best, even if we think we have a better way. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Gen. 3:6-7.) 

 What can we do to help us obey when obeying is hard?  

Guide kids to remember that God’s Word can help us when we doubt. Remind kids that God’s Word 
points to God’s faithfulness, love, and goodness. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 28:7.) 

 What can we learn from Jesus about obeying?  

Lead kids to discuss how Jesus is the perfect example of obedience. Jesus obeyed the Father to the 
point of death on the cross for the sin of the world. Emphasize that because of what Jesus faced on 
the cross, we should strive to obey with joy.  

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Phil. 2:8.) 

 



ACTIVITY 

All age groups 

TOSS A BEANBAG 

Stand a few filled water bottles on the floor in a group. Place a piece of tape on the floor about 12-18 
inches from the bottles. Instruct kids to stand behind the line and toss a beanbag one at a time, trying 
to knock over the bottles. Set the bottles up again after each child knocks the bottles over with the 
beanbag. Repeat the game until all children have a turn to toss the beanbag. Comment that God took 
care of the people and promised to give them the promised land.  

SAY You used the beanbag to knock over the water bottles. The water in the bottles reminds me of 
our Bible story. The people in our story complained that they did not have water. God told Moses to 
speak to the rock to get water. Moses disobeyed God. He hit the rock two times with his staff. Water 
poured out from the rock. Since Moses did not obey God’s instructions, God said he could not go into 
the promised land. Why do you think Moses hit the rock instead of speaking to the rock?  

MEMORY VERSE   
Memorizing God’s Word helps us remember what is true about God and about ourselves. Teach the 
children the memory verse and have them repeat it.   
 
Preschool: 

 Come, let’s worship (Clasp hands in front of chest and move outward twice 
 and bow down (Bend at the waist as if bowing) 
 let’s kneel before (Drop to one knee) 
 the Lord our Maker.  

  



Primary School: 
Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; for He is our God and 
we are the people of his pasture, the flock under His care. (Psalm 95:6-7 

SAY God loves people. The Bible often compares people to sheep. Sheep need love, care, and direction 
from their shepherds. We need those things from God, and because He provides them to us, we can 
fulfill our purpose by worshiping Him. What is worship? Worship is celebrating the greatness of God. 
He made us to glorify Him and enjoy His greatness.  

Gods Plan for Me  
Teach this to our Children weekly  
 God Rules (make a crown with your hands on your head)  
 We sinned (make an X with your arms)  
 God Provides (make a cross with your arms)  
 Jesus Gives (make a giving gesture)  
 We respond (hands raised)  

Full view of God’s Plan  

 

 
PRAY   
God, we know that we often disobey You. There is nothing we can do to earn Your favour. We deserve 
death and separation from You because of our sin. Thank You for loving us and showing mercy and 
grace to us through Jesus. Help us obey You out of love for You. Amen. 
 



 



 


