
Gospel Project for Kids: FROM CAPTIVITY TO THE WILDERNESS 
AWAY FROM THE LAND 

GOD HEALED THE PEOPLE 

LESSON OVERVIEW  
Session Title: God Healed the People  
Bible Passage: Numbers 21 
Big Picture Question: What is God like? There is no one like God. He is perfect, good, and loving. 
Memory Verse: Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; for He is 
our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under His care. (Psalm 95:6-7, only verse 6 for 
preschool) 
Christ Connection: God sent snakes to punish the people, but anyone who was bitten could look at 
the snake on the pole and live. We deserve to die because of our sin, but anyone who looks to Jesus 
on the cross and trusts in Him will live forever with God. 

TEACHER BIBLE STUDY  
Note: This is for your reading and preparation for the lesson. It is vital that you read the scriptures, 
the summary and pray! The content must first impact you before you desire it to impact our kids. 

If there was one thing the Israelites were good at, it was grumbling. They weren’t just good; they were 
experts: “We have no food. We have no water. Why are we in the wilderness left to die? The land has 
big people in it.” And on and on and on. We have to wonder how Moses put up with it all. 

In Numbers 21, we encounter another time when the people grumbled—once again about food and 
water. Each time they doubted God’s goodness and truthfulness, God had shown them mercy and 
grace. But on this day, He sent serpents into the Israelites’ camp to strike them for their unfaithfulness. 
Many people died. 

We might not like to think of it, but this is what the Israelites deserved all along. Their sin earned them 
judgment and death. God was perfectly just and righteous to give His people what they deserved.  

Yet, as we have seen so often in the Old Testament and will continue to see throughout the rest of 
Scripture, God extends grace and mercy along with judgment. When the people pleaded for Moses to 
intercede on their behalf, God instructed Moses to make a bronze serpent and lift it on a pole. 
Whoever looked upon it would be healed.  

Notice two things. First, God’s response was not to remove judgment but to provide salvation through 
judgment. This is another theme we have seen throughout the Scriptures (e.g. Noah, the plagues).  

Second, God’s instructions made little to no sense. Imagine you are an Israelite and were just bitten 
by a serpent. Although other serpents are all around still, you are to take your eyes off of that threat 
and turn them upward to look at a bronze serpent on a pole—an image of the very thing that has 
brought death to your door? 

This detail in the story is a foreshadowing of what God has called us to do in Christ. While our faith is 
far from blind, it always has an aspect of not making sense, at least to the world around us. But this is 
how we are saved too: by taking our eyes off of the sin in and around us, and looking upon Christ lifted 
up on the cross—He who became sin (2 Cor. 5:21). We too are saved through judgment, for our 
judgment has been placed on Christ. 

  



BIBLICAL THEME 

Salvation through judgment: Throughout the Old Testament, God judged and saved for His glory. 
Examples: 

the Fall (Gen. 3) 
the Flood (Gen. 6–9) 
the Exodus (Ex. 5–12)  
the battle of Jericho (Josh. 6) 
 

THE BIBLE STORY: GOD HEALED THE PEOPLE 

Moses and the Israelites travelled in the wilderness on a long journey. The people were impatient, 
and they complained. “Why did you lead us into the wilderness? We are going to die here. There is 
no bread. There is no water. We don’t like the food we have!” 
God responded by sending venomous snakes that bit the Israelites. Many of the people died. The 
Israelites went to Moses and said, “We sinned by complaining. Please talk to God for us. Ask Him 
to take away the snakes.”  
So Moses spoke to God for the people. God told Moses what to do: “Make a snake image and put 
it on a pole. When anyone who is bitten looks at it, he will recover.”  

Moses did what God said. He made a bronze snake and mounted it on a pole. Whenever someone 
was bitten, that person looked at the bronze snake and recovered. 

Christ Connection: God sent snakes to punish the people, but anyone who was bitten could look at 
the snake on the pole and live. We deserve to die because of our sin, but anyone who looks to Jesus 
on the cross and trusts in Him will live forever with God. 

THE BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS: GOD HEALED THE PEOPLE 
God’s people were on a long walk in the wilderness. They had no bread or water. They mumbled and 
grumbled and frowned. One day, God sent snakes that bit the people. Ouch! The people were sorry 
for mumbling and grumbling. So, God told Moses to make a bronze snake. Moses made the snake 
and put it on a pole. When the people looked up at the snake, God healed them.  

TODDLERS GOSPEL GEMS 

 God didn’t leave His people when they complained. 
 God healed His people. 
 God sent Jesus because He loves people. 

TOOLS  
 What will be provided: 

 Craft material for preschool and Gr1-2 
 What leaders need to Bring:  

 N/A 

SUGGESTED ROUTINE – PRE-SCHOOL 

8.00 Arrival of Team   Sanitize yourself, Setup classroom   
8.15 Prayer Meeting  Everyone meet and pray in the classroom with the big screen. 
8:30 Arrival of Children Settle children pre activity games for primary school and blocks for  

preschool. 



9:00 Worship  Everyone in the classroom with the big screen. (pre-school and  
primary school) Preschool, you will leave after watching the Bible 
story. 

9:20  Welcome  Introduce yourself and the team, big, friendly smiles 
9:25 Lesson   Pre-school:  Bible story review, memory verse, pray.  
9:40  Outdoor Play  Go outside for playtime. Pre-school on the top half of the ground,  

primary school at the bottom half 
10.00  Snack time  2 Biscuits and ½ cup juice per child.  
10:10  Toilet Break  Accompany children to the toilet.  
10:15  Activity   This can be done indoors or outdoors. 
10:30  Fetching of Children Quiet play or dvd’s until parents fetch their children.  

A friendly goodbye to the parents and children.  
10.35 Tidy Up   Wash, wipe and pack away juice and biscuit dishes.  

Return stationery to the Stationery Shelf  
Return class box to the correct shelf (i.e. Little Lambs or Lighthouse 
shelf)  
Sanitise tables and chairs 
Neaten up the classrooms (Pack away chairs and tables, sweep, close 
windows and curtains, lock doors, switch off lights).  
 

 You are free to amend your routine after Worship. Please ensure that the children are back in 
the classroom by 10.30am  

SUGGESTED ROUTINE – PRIMARY SCHOOL 

8.00 Arrival of Team   Sanitize yourself, Setup classroom   
8.15 Prayer Meeting  Everyone meet and pray in the classroom with the big screen. 
8:30 Arrival of Children Facilitate pre activity games. 
9:00 Worship  Everyone in the classroom with the big screen. (pre-school and  

primary school)  
9:20  Welcome and Big  

Group Lesson Introduce yourself and the team, big, friendly smiles Bible story 
video. Preschool will leave after the video. 

9:35 Small Group Lesson Primary School: After the Big Group lesson, children will split into  
their small groups for the review of the lesson, memory verse, pray. 

10:00  Activity   This can be done indoors or outdoors. 
10.10 Outdoor Play  Pre-school on the top half of the ground, primary school at the  

bottom half 
10.10 Snack time  2 Biscuits and a cup of juice per child.  
10:30  Fetching of Children A friendly goodbye to the parents and children.  
10.35 Tidy Up   Wash, wipe and pack away juice and biscuit dishes.  

Return stationery to the Stationery Shelf.  
Sanitise tables and chairs 
Neaten up the classrooms (Pack away chairs and tables, sweep, close 
windows and curtains, lock doors, switch off lights).  
 

 You are free to amend your routine after the Big Group Lesson. Please ensure that the children 
are back in the classroom by 10.30am  

INTRO ACTIVITY  
 Preschool: Set out toys, blocks, colouring books and crayons. 
 Primary School: Children are free to play outside before worship. 



WORSHIP   
 Welcome 
 All children in the classroom with the big screen 
 Open in Prayer 
 Celebrate and sing for birthdays.   
 Worship  
 Take up offering 

 

WELCOME   
 A big friendly welcome again to all the children. (A lot of children arrive during worship.)  
 Introduce yourself and the team to the children.   
 Identify new children and welcome them. 
 Class rules:   

 Raise your hand if you need to speak. Say: it is difficult for teacher to listen if everyone 
speaks at the same time.   

 Be kind to those around you.  
 When teacher places his/her hand on his/her head it is a signal to be quiet.  

 
BIG GROUPS 

INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY  
Remember: 

 Please ensure that you have read the scriptures and are thoroughly familiar with today’s Bible 
story.  

 Show your Bible to the class. Open to the passage being taught. This is teaching our children that 
every week, we learn more about God through the Bible.  

 Be creative in the way to introduce and tell the story. (Gage what is age appropriate for your 
group. Eg: Dress up/Act it out/draw the timeline/ draw the story on a chalk board/white board, 
you don’t have to be an artist, stick figures keep the children engaged/print pictures to support 
the Bible story and use the story board/bring props) 

 Make eye contact with the children and vary your voice to emphasize the various emotions 
represented in the Bible story 

 For a shorter version of the story, read only the bold text of the Bible Story. 
 

Pre-School:  

Watch the Bible story video with the primary school then head to your classroom.  

 

Primary School: Big Group Leader Introduction:  

Welcome back, everyone! I’m glad you are here to learn about God with me. Who can tell me what 
book we study to learn about God? [Allow responses.] That’s it; good job! We study the Bible to learn 
what is true about God and about ourselves. Who brought a Bible with you today? [Allow responses 
.] Yeah! That’s what I’m talking about. I’m proud of you all. 

The Bible is a collection of writings inspired by God and written by many different people throughout 
history. The Bible contains many different stories, but they are really all a part of one big story. That 
story is about God’s goodness and holiness, our sinful brokenness, and God’s plan to rescue us from 
sin.  



 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION  

SAY As we learn more about God, it helps us to have a big picture question and answer to help us 
‘zoom out’ from a specific story to see specific truths that can tie the stories together. God wants to 
teach us these truths. Recently, we have been learning more about the ways God is unlike anything or 
anyone else. Who remembers our big picture question? [Allow responses.] Yep! What is God like? 
God is holy, good, and loving. 

We can say God is holy because He is perfect and nothing in heaven or on earth is like Him. We can 
say God is good because He is righteous and just at all times in every way. We can see God’s love in 
the ways He has shown us kindness, mercy, and grace.  

SAY Two weeks ago, we learned that God’s people refused to go into the promised land. God had 
promised to fight for them and drive out the people already living there, but the Israelites did not trust 
God or honour Him as holy. For that reason, God led the people back into the wilderness to wander 
for 40 years. Last week, we learned about a time Moses also disobeyed God and dishonoured His 
holiness. Moses struck a rock instead of speaking to it, and as a result, God did not allow Moses to 
enter the promised land. 

Today we will see, yet again, that God takes sin seriously. We will also see the ways God shows mercy 
to sinners who do not deserve His favour. 

Big Group leader please do an Intro to the lesson, Big Picture Question and Christ Connection. 
Remember to dismiss the pre-schoolers after they have watched the video. 

 

SMALL GROUPS 

(Review, Big Picture, Christ Connection, Memory Verse, Mission, Pray) 

REVIEW  
Ask the following questions. Lead the kids to discuss their answers. 

Preschool and Toddlers: (This is a continuation from the Bible story intro) 

Toddlers: Focus on the Bible Gems 

Preschool: 

 SAY How did the people of Israel get better? [Allow responses.] Just by looking at the bronze 
snake on the pole. And how can we be saved from our sin? [Allow responses.] Just by looking to 
Jesus who died on the cross! Looking to Jesus means trusting Him. Many years after the Israelites 
suffered from snake bites in the wilderness, Jesus Himself mentioned this story in a conversation. 
He explained that like Moses lifted up the snake on the pole, Jesus would be lifted up and everyone 
who believes in Him would have eternal life. All we have to do to be saved from our sin is look to 
Jesus and trust in Him. 

 SAY What was your favourite part of today’s Bible story?  
 SAY What did you learn about God in today’s Bible story?  
 SAY How are we saved from our sin?  



 SAY What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving. 

Learn the Big Picture Question 
What is God like? There is no one like God. He is perfect, good, and loving. 

Learn the Christ Connection  
Moses disobeyed God, so he could not go into the promised land. God sent Jesus, who always obeyed 
God. When we trust in Jesus, He brings us into God’s kingdom forever. 

Story Telling Tips 

Identify emotions: Guide pre-schoolers to identify emotions in the story, such as the people were 
impatient, the people were excited, God was angry, Moses was sad. Guide children to make faces 
that express the emotion as you tell the Bible story. 

 

Primary School Grade: 1-4 

SAY Yet again, God’s people refused to trust God. Their complaints about the food God had provided 
them showed that they did not want to honour God or praise Him for the ways He had been caring 
for them. 

God sent venomous snakes into their camp, and many who were bitten died. This again helps us see 
that God takes sin very seriously. God is holy and hates sin. God would have been just to allow the 
snakes to kill everyone. Instead, God graciously gave His people a way to be healed. 

When Moses made the bronze snake and displayed it in the camp, anyone who looked at it would be 
healed. This is a picture of the faith needed to be saved. The people had to trust God and look at the 
snake. They couldn’t do anything to stop the snakebites on their own, so they had to trust God’s power 
and goodness. This story gives a clear picture of what God is like. 

What is God like? God is holy, good, and loving. Because God is holy, the sin of the people had to be 
dealt with. Because God is good and loving, He also provided a way for the people to be saved from 
the danger of the snakes. This is similar in some ways to our need for Jesus. God will not leave our sin 
unpunished, but He loves us and wants to save us. He sent Jesus to take our punishment for us and 
rise from the dead. When we turn to Jesus in faith, we live even though we deserve death.  

CHRIST CONNECTION 

SAY God sent snakes to punish the people, but anyone who was bitten could look at the snake on the 
pole and live. We deserve to die because of our sin, but anyone who looks to Jesus on the cross and 
trusts in Him will live forever with God.  

SAY What is the difference between punishment for sin and consequences of sin?  

Help kids think through the purpose of God’s punishment for sin. Remind them that God is perfectly 
holy, and sin destroys the world He created. All the created universe is His to do with as He pleases, 
and His love and holiness require that sin be judged. Faith in Jesus saves us from the punishment sin 
deserves, but we still live in a world broken by sin, so sin still affects our lives in many ways. 

SAY How is the bronze snake a picture of Jesus?  



Guide the kids to think about the purpose of the bronze snake and the purpose of Jesus’ crucifixion. 
Remind them that the bronze snake was set up to heal the people from the snakebites and prevent 
them from dying. Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sin and save us from spiritual death. The bronze 
snake was hung on a pole, and Jesus was hung on a cross. Both are pictures of God’s desire to show 
love and mercy to sinners. 

SAY What do we have to do to be saved?  

Remind the kids that we cannot earn salvation. God’s love for us is perfect and unconditional, and He 
offers salvation freely to everyone who believes in Jesus. Help kids connect the faith the Israelites had 
that looking at the bronze snake would heal them with the faith we must have that Jesus will save us 
from sin and begin to heal the damage sin causes in our lives. 

 

Primary School Grade 4 – 7  

SAY Open your Bible to Numbers 21. What was the reason the Israelites complained? Let’s look at 
verse 5 together. [Choose a volunteer to read verse 5 aloud.] 

Last week, our story was from Numbers 20. The Israelites did something similar to what they did in 
this week’s story. The Israelites complained about not having any water. This week in Numbers 21, 
the Israelites complained again about not having bread or water, and they didn’t like the food they 
had. On and on the Israelites travelled, and on and on they complained. 

Let’s look together in the New Testament at Philippians 2:14-16. The apostle Paul spoke about an 
attitude of complaining and arguing. [Choose a volunteer to read the verses aloud.] Think about the 
many ways God had provided for His people over and over. Yet, they continued to complain and 
doubted God’s presence, care, and ability to provide.  

The complaining made God angry, and He punished the Israelites by sending venomous snakes that 
bit the Israelites. After God sent the snakes, how did the Israelites respond? They begged Moses to 
ask God to take the snakes away. 

Although there were consequences for the people’s sin, God showed mercy. God gave Moses 
instructions to make a bronze snake and mount it on a pole. God told Moses that when people were 
bitten, if they looked at the bronze snake, they would recover. Even though the Israelites had sinned 
against God, He still loved them and gave them a way to be saved. Like the Israelites, we have sinned. 
But because of God’s mercy, when we look to Jesus to save us, we too can be forgiven. 

CHRIST CONNECTION 

SAY God sent snakes to punish the people, but anyone who was bitten could look at the snake on the 
pole and live. We deserve to die because of our sin, but anyone who looks to Jesus on the cross and 
trusts in Him will live forever with God.  

SAY Why do you think the Israelites doubted God?  

Guide the kids to discuss the consequences for Israel’s sin. Emphasize how consequences are the 
result of our sin and how the consequences helped change the attitude of the Israelites. (Option: 
Choose a volunteer to read Num. 21:5-6.) 

SAY How does looking to Jesus help us trust Him?  



Lead kids to discuss that the punishment Jesus took on the cross wasn’t for His sin, but ours. Knowing 
Jesus took the blame for our sin, it should lead us to take our sin very seriously. By remembering Jesus, 
we have hope because of His sacrifice for us. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 2 Cor. 5:21.) 

SAY How can we live in a way that reflects our trust in God?  

Help kids to discuss that our obedience reflects our trust in God. Jesus perfectly obeyed God and we 
should follow His example in all we say, think, and do. By living for Jesus, we declare our trust that 
God is on His throne and loving us. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read John 14:15.) 

ACTIVITY 

 

Activity: Preschool and Grade 1-2 
 
Bronze Snake 

Items Needed: 

 Template 
 Craft Sticks 
 Serpent picture 
Instruction: 
 Paste the stick with the snake 
 Use to sticks to form a cross and paste. 
 

 

Grade 3-7 

LOOK TO THE OBJECT  

Play a game like “I Spy,” challenging the children not to say their guesses out loud but only look at the 
items silently. You will pick an object in the room and describe its colour, shape, size, or use. Pause 
between each clue to give children time to look around and think and continue until it appears that 
most children are staring at the correct object. Invite one of the kids  to say her guess, and if correct, 
to lead the game next. Continue as desired.  

SAY All you had to do in our game was look at the object you guessed. In our Bible story today, all the 
people who had been bitten had to do was look at the bronze snake on the pole, and they got better. 
We can look to Jesus and trust in Him to be saved from our sin. That doesn’t mean you have to find a 
picture of Jesus and stare at it anytime you sin. Looking to Jesus means turning away from your sinful 
behaviour and trusting in what He has done for you instead. You can pray and tell God you are sorry, 
like the Israelites did, and He will save you.  

  



MEMORY VERSE   
Memorizing God’s Word helps us remember what is true about God and about ourselves. Teach the 
children the memory verse and have them repeat it.   
 
Preschool: 

 Come, let’s worship (Clasp hands in front of chest and move outward twice 
 and bow down (Bend at the waist as if bowing) 
 let’s kneel before (Drop to one knee) 
 the Lord our Maker.  

Primary School: 
Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; for He is our God and 
we are the people of his pasture, the flock under His care. (Psalm 95:6-7 

SAY God loves people. The Bible often compares people to sheep. Sheep need love, care, and direction 
from their shepherds. We need those things from God, and because He provides them to us, we can 
fulfill our purpose by worshiping Him. What is worship? Worship is celebrating the greatness of God. 
He made us to glorify Him and enjoy His greatness.  

Gods Plan for Me  
Teach this to our Children weekly  
 God Rules (make a crown with your hands on your head)  
 We sinned (make an X with your arms)  
 God Provides (make a cross with your arms)  
 Jesus Gives (make a giving gesture)  
 We respond (hands raised)  

Full view of God’s Plan  

 

 
PRAY   
Dear God, help us to understand how our sin looks to You. We want to understand the depths of Your 
holiness, goodness, and love. Give us wisdom to understand who You are so that we can love You 
more and obey You well. Amen. 
 



 



 


