
Gospel Project for Kids: COME LORD JESUS 

God’s Plan For Paul 
PLAN TO STOP PAUL 

LESSON OVERVIEW  
Session Title: Plan to stop Paul 
Bible Passage: Acts 23 
Big Picture Question: When should we tell others about Jesus? We should always tell others about 
Jesus even when it is difficult. 
Main Point: When Paul was arrested, God protected him so he could preach about Jesus. 
Memory Verse: Philippians 1:21 “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.” ESV 
Christ Connection: Even when others threatened his life, Paul continued to obey Jesus. He believed 
that God, who showed His love for the world by sending His Son to die on the cross and rise again, 
would help him through hard times. We too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage 
because we know that God loves us and will care for us. 

TEACHER BIBLE STUDY  
Note: This is for your reading and preparation for the lesson. It is vital that you read the scriptures, 
the summary and pray! The content must first impact you before you desire it to impact our kids. 

As Paul’s third missionary journey came to an end, a prophet named Agabus warned him that the Jews 
would seize him in Jerusalem and hand him over to the Gentiles. (See Acts 21:10-11.) 

But Paul did not hesitate. He returned to Jerusalem and was seized by a group of Jews who wanted to 
kill him because he taught things contrary to their law. The Roman soldiers nearby saw the commotion 
and stepped in, taking Paul into Roman custody. Now Paul was in Gentile hands. Paul remained under 
Roman protection and was staying in the barracks when the Lord gave him a message: “Have courage! 
For as you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so it is necessary for you to testify in Rome” (Acts 
23:11). 

What a comforting message for Paul! The sovereign Lord told Paul his future: You’re going to Rome. 
Paul wasn’t exactly sure how he was going to get to Rome, but he could trust that God was working 
all things together for that purpose. 

The next morning, Paul’s nephew uncovered a plot to kill Paul and reported it to the Roman army 
commander. The commander arranged for Paul to go to Caesarea, where he would be safe. 

In this Bible story, we see God using human means to bring about His end. Even when others 
threatened his life, Paul trusted that God is faithful. He believed that God, who showed His love for 
the world by sending Jesus to die on the cross and rise again, would help him through hard 
times. 

We too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage because we know that God loves us and 
will care for us. God calls us to be obedient and faithful as we take part in His greater plan to show His 
glory to us and through us for the fame of His name. 
  



THE BIBLE STORY: PLAN TO STOP PAUL 
The apostle Paul told people the good news about Jesus wherever he went. When he returned to 
Jerusalem, the believers were glad to see him. But many Jews did not like that Paul taught people 
they don’t have to follow Jewish rules to be saved. So these Jews made a plan to stop Paul. 

Paul was at the temple when a crowd of people dragged him away and tried to kill him. But a Roman 
official came and stopped them. This official arrested Paul and brought him to the Sanhedrin, a 
powerful group of Jewish priests and other leaders. Their job was to decide if a person had broken a 
Jewish law, and if so, to decide how that person should be punished. 

Paul stood in front of the Sanhedrin and looked the men in the eyes. “Friends,” he said. “I have done 
what God wants me to do. I do not believe I have done anything wrong.” Paul explained that he had 
been arrested because he taught that Jesus was resurrected from the dead. The men in the 
Sanhedrin began arguing. Some of them thought Paul was right about the resurrection, and some 
thought he was wrong. The Roman soldiers took Paul away to keep him safe. 

The next night, the Lord stood by Paul and gave him an incredible message: “Have courage!” He 
said. “You told about Me in Jerusalem. I want you to tell about Me in Rome, too.” 

In the morning, a group of Jews got together and made a plan to kill Paul. They promised to not eat 
or drink until Paul was dead. These men told the Jewish leaders about their plan. Paul’s nephew 
overheard this evil plan. He hurried to tell Paul what was going on. Paul told his nephew to report 
it to the commander. 

The army commander said, “Don’t tell anyone that you told me about this plan.” Then the commander 
told two of his officers to get together a large group of soldiers and horses. They brought a horse 
for Paul to ride on, and that night, the soldiers took Paul to Caesarea to see the governor. 

Christ Connection: Even when others threatened his life, Paul continued to obey Jesus. He believed 
that God, who showed His love for the world by sending His Son to die on the cross and rise again, 
would help him through hard times. We too can risk everything to share the gospel with courage 
because we know that God loves us and will care for us. 

For a shorter version of the story, read only the bold text of the Bible Story.   

TOOLS  

 What will be provided:  
 N/A 

 What leaders need to Bring:  
 N/A 

SUGGESTED ROUTINE – PRE-SCHOOL 

8.00 Arrival of Team   Check your temperature, Sanitize yourself, Setup classroom   
8.15 Prayer Meeting  Everyone meet and pray in the class with the big screen. 
8:30 Arrival of Children Settle children pre activity games for primary school and blocks for  

preschool. 
9:00 Worship  Everyone in the classroom with the big screen. (pre-school and  

primary school) Preschool, you will leave after worship. 
9:20  Welcome  Introduce yourself and the team, big, friendly smiles 
9:25 Lesson   Pre-school: Bible story video, Bible story review, memory verse, pray.  



    Primary School: Big lesson, small lesson, memory verse, pray. 
9:40  Outdoor Play  Go outside for playtime. Pre-school on the top half of the ground,  

primary school at the bottom half 
10.00  Snack time  1 Biscuit and ½ cup juice per child.  
10:10  Toilet Break  Accompany children to the toilet.  
10:15  Activity   This can be done indoors or outdoors. 
10:30  Fetching of Children Quiet play or dvd’s until parents fetch their children.  

A friendly goodbye to the parents and children.  
10.35 Tidy Up   Wash, wipe and pack away juice and biscuit dishes.  

Return stationery to the Stationery Shelf  
Return class box to the correct shelf (i.e. Little Lambs or Lighthouse 
shelf)  
Sanitise tables and chairs 
Neaten up the classrooms (Pack away chairs and tables, sweep, close 
windows and curtains, lock doors, switch off lights).  
 

 You are free to amend your routine after Worship. Please ensure that the children are back in 
the classroom by 10.30am  

 

SUGGESTED ROUTINE – PRIMARY SCHOOL 

8.00 Arrival of Team   Check your temperature, Sanitize yourself, Setup classroom   
8.15 Prayer Meeting  Everyone meet and pray in the class with the big screen. 
8:30 Arrival of Children Facilitate pre activity games. 
9:00 Worship  Everyone in the classroom with the big screen. (pre-school and  

primary school) Preschool will leave after worship. 
9:20  Welcome and Big  

Group Lesson  Introduce yourself and the team, big, friendly smiles  
9:35 Small Group Lesson Pre-school: Bible story video, Bible story review, memory verse, pray.  
    Primary School: Big lesson, small lesson, memory verse, pray. 
10.00 Outdoor Play  Pre-school on the top half of the ground, primary school at the  

bottom half 
10.00  Snack time  1 Biscuit and a cup of juice per child.  
10:15  Activity   This can be done indoors or outdoors. 
10:30  Fetching of Children A friendly goodbye to the parents and children.  
10.35 Tidy Up   Wash, wipe and pack away juice and biscuit dishes.  

Return stationery to the Stationery Shelf.  
Sanitise tables and chairs 
Neaten up the classrooms (Pack away chairs and tables, sweep, close 
windows and curtains, lock doors, switch off lights).  
 

 You are free to amend your routine after Worship. Please ensure that the children are back in 
the classroom by 10.30am  

 



INTRO ACTIVITY (Primary School) 

Scribble pictures 
Ask the kids to sit in a circle at social distance, around a table if possible. Provide each kid with a piece 
of paper and a pencil. Instruct the kids to make a quick squiggle or scribble shape on their paper, then 
pass it to their left. Each kid should now try to turn the scribble into a new picture of her own. 
Encourage kids to include the scribbled shape into their new drawings. 
SAY • At first, it might have looked like we were ruining perfectly good paper by scribbling on it, but 
when you passed the paper each of you found a way to turn someone’s mess into a new picture. Today 
we will learn about a man named Paul and hear what God did to make his life beautiful, even in the 
midst of messy situations. 

WORSHIP   
 All children in the classroom  
 Open in Prayer 
 Celebrate and sing for birthdays.   
 Worship  
 Take up offering 

WELCOME   
 A big friendly welcome to all the children. (A lot of children arrive during worship.)  
 Introduce yourself and the team to the children.   
 Identify new children and welcome them. 
 Class rules:   

 Raise your hand if you need to speak. Say: it is difficult for teacher to listen if everyone 
speaks at the same time.   

 Be kind to those around you.  
 When teacher places his/her hand on his/her head it is a signal to be quiet.  

REVIEW 

For Primary School: 
 The story of Paul was from the Book of Luke (False, the Book Acts) 
 Paul wanted to share the gospel with as many people as possible. (True) 
 Paul stood before the Sanhedrin to give a testimony. (True, Acts 23:1) 
 The religious leaders agreed with what Paul said. (False, they started a riot; Acts 23:10) 
 A group of 40 Jews vowed not to go swimming until they had killed Paul. (False, they vowed not 

to eat or drink; Acts 23:12-13) 
 Paul’s niece heard about a plot to kill Paul and told the commander. (False, Paul’s nephew; Acts 

23:16) 
 The army commander sent a large group of soldiers to escort Paul to Caesarea to see the governor. 

(True, Acts 23:23-24) 
 God protected Paul so he could tell people how to follow God’s laws. (False, so he could preach 

about Jesus) 
 We can share the good news of Jesus even when it’s difficult. (True) 
 SAY • When should we tell others about Jesus? We should always tell others about Jesus even 

when it is difficult. God was with Paul and protected him because God wanted him to continue 
preaching about Jesus. 



For Preschool and Toddlers: 
 Were the people happy or angry to see Paul? (Some were happy, and some were angry.)  
 Where did the Lord tell Paul he would also tell people about Him? (Rome)  
 Who protected Paul from the men who wanted to hurt him? (God)  
 When should we tell others about Jesus? We should tell about Jesus all the time.  
 SAY •Even when others wanted to hurt Paul, Paul trusted God. God showed His love for the world 

by sending Jesus, and Paul believed God would help him through hard times. God protected Paul 
so he could preach about Jesus. Like Paul, we can obey God no matter what because we know 
God loves us and takes care of us 

ACTIVITY 

Primary and Pre-school School 

Build a fort  
Form teams. Provide blocks and a Paul figure attached to a block for each team.  
Lead children to build a fort surrounding Paul.  
When each team’s fort is complete, teams may take turns tossing small balls at the other team’s fort 
to try to knock it down. The team with the strongest fort wins.  
SAY •Just as we tried to build a fort to protect our Paul, Paul needed protection from people who 
wanted to hurt him. God protected Paul so he could preach about Jesus. Paul trusted God to keep him 
safe so he could preach the gospel. 

MEMORY VERSE   
Teach the children the memory verse and have them repeat it.   
 
Philippians 1:21 “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.” ESV 
 
Gods Plan for Me  
Teach this to our Children weekly  
 God Rules (make a crown with your hands on your head)  
 We sinned (make an X with your arms)  
 God Provides (make a cross with your arms)  
 Jesus Gives (make a giving gesture)  
 We respond (hands raised)  

Full view of God’s Plan for me is on Page 7 

 

 
PRAY   
God, thank You for Your great faithfulness to us, even when we do not deserve it. Thank You for 
promising to always be with us and for giving us strength and courage to do difficult things. Help us 
share the gospel with our friends and family this week. Amen. 
 


